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ETEPOYEVELA IKAWVOTATWY Kol SUCKOALWVY, QVTIOTOLXN ETEPOYEVELD EVUTIAPXEL KOL OTLG
LKKaVOTNTEG Tadlwy XaAMNANG Kol HETPLAG AELTOUPYIKOTNTAS Ttou DOoLTOUV O SOMES
Eldwkn¢ Exnaibevonc.

Né€ewg kKAeldua: AlatapaXec AuToTikoU ¢Aopatog, HETPLAC- XOHNANG AELTOUPYLKATNTAC,

EKPPAOTIKEC  IKAVOTNTES, QVTIANTTIKES KOVOTNTES, aviANPES yovéwv, avuAnyewg
EKTIOLOEUTIKWV

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present thesis is to identify teacher and parent perceptions
about communication skills of moderate or low functioning children with autism. As
communication considered being a core deficit for children with Autism Spectrum
Disorders (ASD) many studies have focused in the detection and intervention in
communication skills of these children. However few of them focus on low to
moderate functioning children with ASD, who are either non-verbal or limited verbal
children. Information was gathered with the use of a questionnaire regarding the
perceptions of 43 parents and 43 teachers about their child/adolescent
communication skills. According to results there is no significant effects of sex in the
communication skills of children with ASD, suggesting similar receptive and
expressive skills and communication in males and females. Parents reported better
expressive skills for the youngest group (7-9 years old) compared to the older (13-16
years old). On the other hand, teacher reported better results for the younger group
compared to the older one, only for joint attention skill. When receptive and
expressive skills were compared parents and teachers reported better skills in
receptive language than expressive language. In expressive domain, social skills were
the most impaired. Parent and teacher perceptions had statistically significant
differences only in the expressive skills of request and joint attention and in the
domain of communication. Finally the most frequent ways of communication of
these children, except for the use of limited number of words, was adult’s guidance,
body movements, vocalizations and gestures, albeit with great variations according

to parent and teacher reports.

KEY WORDS: autism spectrum disorder; expressive/receptive skills; parent/teacher

perceptions; moderate to low functioning autism
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