‘Specialization in ICTs and Special Education: Psychopedagogy of Integration’
Postgraduate Program Studies
DEMOKRITUS UNIVERSITY OF THRACE Department of Hellenic Philology
in collaboration with
NCSR DEMOKRITOS Informatics and Telecommunications Institute

ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS OF PRIMARY SCHOOL EDUCATORS
ON THE INCLUSION OF SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS STUDENTS IN
THE MAINSTREAM CLASSROOM

BATZIAKA ILEKTRA

POSTGRATUATE
THESIS

SUPERVISOR — COMMITTEE

1. T'aPpmAidov Zon

Kadnynrpio T.E.®. AIIO

2. Mowvtag Hoavayimng

Xvvepyolopevos epeovnng LILT. E.K.E.0.E. AHMOKPITOZ
3. Kopapmatldxkm Zon

Xvvepyalopevn gpevvitpia LILT. E.K.E.®.E. AHMOKPITOX

KOMOTINI / ATHENS 2018



Abstract

During the last decades the inclusion of children with special educational needs in
the general school has been the subject of reflection and debate around the world.
Today's schools are invited to support an amalgam of students from different worlds
with different needs and requirements. Besides, modern pedagogy supports the
principle of inclusive education for children with special needs and children of formal
development as well as the creation of a school for all, where all children will be
trained and treated equally and without discrimination.

Particularly following the UNESCO Declaration in Salamanca, Spain in 1994, most
countries apply changes in the field of special education, which promote inclusion.
The implementation of new laws, changes to curricula, the creation of integration
sections and technology support are some of the changes in question. However,
despite the efforts to include children with special educational needs, this continues
to pose as a particular challenge for teachers. Moreover, in the past few years
Greece is known to have significant deficits in structures, specialized personnel and
equipment, while surveys show that teachers' attitudes appear to vary considerably
depending on the type of disability of the student. At the same time, teachers
appear to feel fear and concern regarding their readiness to support pupils with
special educational needs in the general class, although research has highlighted the
indisputable benefits of inclusion as well as the crucial role that teachers are able to
play in effectively delivering educational goals.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the attitudes as well as the perceptions
of primary school teachers regarding the inclusion of their pupils with special
educational needs within the general class.

The sample for this study was comprised of 104 primary school teachers. The
questionnaire with closed-ended questions was the data collection tool.

The results of the research have shown that specialised knowledge, as well as
training, on issues of special education aid the development of positive attitudes,
greater sense of self-sufficiency and less perception of practical obstacles in work

with children with special educational needs.
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