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Abstract

Nowadays, there is a strong discussion about the barriers occurring due to
diversity in the field of Special Education. This orientation has become more and more
present also in the educational field, where the past few years serious efforts have
been done in order to prevent the exclusion of the children with special educational
needs from the ordinary school and to provide them with a system of a common
educational environment, which will be possible to accommodate the different needs
of the whole student population. The so called inclusive education has now become
the most powerful educational policy, in order to build a “school for all”. This survey
aims to study primary teachers’ attitudes towards the inclusion of children with
special educational needs in the ordinary classroom. The participants in this study
were 55 primary educators from different schools, mostly of the suburban regions of
Athens. The results have showed that teachers hold an overall positive attitude
towards the inclusion of children with special educational needs in the ordinary
school, due to the fact that they believe that the whole student population can benefit
from the inclusive practices. Moreover, the findings showed that there is no
correlation between teachers’ attitudes and their previous educational experience or
their previous experience in teaching children with S.E.N. Finally, this study indicates
that teachers who have attended a long-term training in the field of Special Education

were more positive as far as inclusive education is concerned.

Keywords: inclusion, children with special educational needs, teachers’ attitudes,

general education, special education.
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