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Abstract 

 Each country has its own educational system which is characterized by certain attributes 

stemming from the differences found in each country's history, sociopolitical background, way 

of life, culture and system of government. These differences are further exacerbated when one 

observes the manner in which each country provides education to its citizens and, even more 

so, when its Special Education system is investigated and analyzed. A comparative study of the 

particular characteristics of two educational systems can prove invaluable in the discovery of 

new techniques and practices, the abolition of unsuccessful applications, and the adoption of 

positive measures with the goal of improving and developing the quality of Special Education 

services. 

 This study examines the legislature of Special Education regarding autism in Greece and 

the United States of America, and compares the laws which govern its policies in each country, 

as well as the processes and historical benchmarks which helped to create them. 

 

Key Words: Special Education, autism, legislature, laws, IDEIA, Texas, New York, Individualized 

Education Program, Diagnosis, Services, historical review 
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