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ABSTRACT 

The aim of the study is the examination and investigation of parents’, having children 

with hearing difficulties, opinions. The focuses of this project are parents that their 

children attend Special Schools for Deaf and Hearing Impairments. For the purpose 

of this study a questionnaire constructed and distributed to 131 parents that their 

children attend six Special Schools for Deaf and Hearing Impairments in the region of 

Athens Attiki both in Primary and Secondary section. The analysis of the answers 

gave interesting and contradictory findings. Specifically all parents seem to accept 

the bilingual teaching approach and state their satisfaction of the programmes 

delivered by Special Schools for Deaf and Hearing Impairments. Although, parents 

recognise their children competence in the use of Sign Language (first language for 

deaf and hearing impaired by law), they admit their lack of knowledge. Both hearing 

and deaf parents prefer the teaching of Sign Language to take place by hearing 

educators rather than deaf native signer professionals. Deaf and hearing impaired 

parents prefer hearing teachers.  

Key words: deaf teacher, parents of deaf/hearing impaired pupils, bilingual 

approach, Greek Sign Language (G.S.L.), native signer. 
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