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Abstract

This study examines the perceptions that literature teachers have in secondary
schools about the performance of students diagnosed with Autistic Spectrum
Disorders in language lessons. More specifically, it tries to illustrate the views of
literature teachers on the ability of students with high functionality and Asperger
Syndrome, to respond to the objectives of the curriculum of the language courses in
secondary school. Accordingly, it examines if literature teachers’ education and
training courses in special needs, influence and form their perceptions about the
possibilities of proficiency of students with Autistic Spectrum Disorders in the
language lesson. The sample was forty eight (48) literature teachers in secondary
school, from which three (3) of them were men and forty five (45) women. The
participants were based in particular areas. The results of the research have shown
that in their majority the literature teachers believe that students with Autistic
Spectrum Disorders cannot respond adequately to the requirements of the
curriculum. Conversely, they consider that students with Autistic Spectrum Disorders
cannot successfully respond to the assessment criteria about language lessons, set
by the Institute of Educational Policy. According to the research questions, it is
concluded that the education level of literature teachers is directly related to their
views about the proficiency of the students with Autistic Spectrum Disorders to
respond to the requirements of the detailed curriculum. Research data also conclude
that due to the inherent deficits that the students with Autistic Spectrum Disorders
have, the teaching of the language course includes many difficulties.
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