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Abstract

Modern pedagogy highlights the importance of evaluation and considers it an integral part of the
educational process. Its main aim is to provide substantial feedback to the whole teaching process.
Each teacher has to use the evaluation process to see the progress of students, to control the
fulfillment of the teaching objectives, and to appreciate his / her performance. This approach of
evaluation is not possible through the use of traditional forms.

More specifically, the traditional evaluation is limited to highlighting student achievements and is
indifferent to the effectiveness of the educational work or the actual needs of the pupils. The entire
educational community focuses on acquiring "good grades", considering that they are the only
means for an objective evaluation of both students and the teacher. In that way, it reinforces the
predominance of a teaching model that memorizes and accumulates stellar knowledge, the burden
on students of workload and the assessment of their performance through joint competitions.

These considerations of traditional methods that mostly end up building passive receivers of
knowledge and claiming that "one thing" fits in all, cause disastrous consequences for students.
Each student rejected as respect for individual differences and needs is non-existent. Also, his true
talents and abilities are untapped. All student population treated as a mass that operates on the same
criteria.

Because of this, an attempt is made to get rid of the traditional culture of evaluation and to find
better evaluative approaches. The latter based on new philosophical foundations such as the active
participation of trainees in their assessment, the personal discovery of knowledge, the definition of
functional and real goals, the development of critical thinking as well as the exploitation of all the
potential of the pupils. These alternative suggestions contribute to the development of authentic
teaching and learning first and foremost in the evaluation of learning (Varsamidou & Ress, 2007).
One of the most popular ways of authentic assessment is the portfolio assessment method. A
portfolio is a valuable tool that helps the student observe his / her development, discover his or her
skills, evaluate it, and identify his / her thoughts, needs, and goals. Also, the implementation of the
file promotes co-operation between teachers and parents as it increases their participation in the
learning process.

Although it has received positive criticism from teachers, it does not seem to be adopted as a
method in educational practice. This raises even more concern when considering the considerable
increase in autistic children attending educational institutions in recent years. Children with autistic
spectrum disorder are a population group that requires an alternative form of learning, teaching, and

assessment.



The present research attempts to negotiate this new alternative form of assessment, the Portfolio and
seeks to study its use in a pre-school child belonging to the autism spectrum. In the first three
chapters, the theoretical approach has been attempted, and the whole of the research effort is
analyzed in the next four chapters of the paper.

The first chapter refers to the autistic spectrum disorder, the causes of this syndrome, the criteria
that describe it, and its incidence in the population. It also outlines the developmental profile of pre-
school children with autism presenting their specific characteristics.

The second chapter outlines the notion of alternative evaluation in teaching and exposes its
promises to modern pedagogical practice.

The third chapter studies the alternative method of the Portfolio, analyzes the advantages and
disadvantages of this tool and how it is applied to children in the autistic spectrum.

The fourth chapter is the first part of the research and includes the statement of the research
problem, the review of the literature, and the identification of the purpose of the study.

The fifth chapter presents in detail all the research data gathered for the realization of the research
process.

The sixth chapter develops the design stages and the requirements for creating a dossier for a pupil
with autism and outlines the results from its practical application.

The seventh chapter attempts the overall evaluation of the research, expressing the general

conclusions of the entire research attempt.
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