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abstract

This case study is an effort to detect the portrayal of disability in children’s series and
animated movies. Primary, the term disability is determined in accordance with the official
organization and sectors, such as the World Health Organization (WHO), the European Union (EU)
and the International Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities of the United Nations.
Alongside the former, the study thoroughly examines the way people with disabilities were treated
way back in the antiquity up until the way they are treated nowdays, and that both in a medical and
in a social manner. Thereupon, the study also presents and illustrates the term ™social
representations” and the way they lead in establishing stereotypes and prejudice always to what it
concerns people with disabilities. Attention is also brought based on the bibliography to the
stereotypes related to disability and the way they are demonstrated at the cinema and the mass
media in general. At this point a qualitative research analysing the contend of children’s animated
series and movies is conducted with the purpose of locating the presence of disability, the norms
and stereotypes promoted to children regarding to disabilities. Finally, the study examines the
understanding and acceptance of differentiation and therefore of disability as one more of the

human states.

key words: disability, social model, medical model, social representation, stereotypes,

cinema, children’s series and children’s animated movies
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