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Abstract

This study explores the compilation of an Electronic Corpus of a bilingual student's speech,
namely one who is mildly mentally retarded. Mental retardation as well as bilingualism constitute
two phenomena which have a significant impact on students' linguistic performance. Nevertheless,
although the speech of both mentally retarded students and those learning Greek as a second
language (L2) has been separately studied, there are limitations to the combined investigation of
the afore-mentioned phenomena. The impact they have on the development of children's verbal
communication is of considerable significance, given that this form of speech is the first to develop
and later affects the development of written language. One of the scopes of speaking affected is
that of phonology, that is the way phonemes become distinct while producing spoken language.
The student who participated in this study is mildly mentally retarded and his mother tongue is
Turkish. While transcribing the recorded material, several phonological deviations were noticed,
which can be attributed both to the student's disorder and the fact that he is bilingual. In similar
cases of students, the creation of Electronic Spoken Corpora would be highly contributive to the
improvement of their linguistic ability and performance through dealing with phonological and

other deviations.

KEY WORDS: mental retardation, bilingualism, speech/spoken language, phonology, phonological

deviations, Electronic Text Corpora
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