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ABSTRACT

The important component of bilingualism in minority education is a thorny issue in
determining the existence of Learning Disabilities. The distinction between Learning
Disabilities and language problems is often invisible, due to their inadequate
assessment, based on a valid and reliable language criterion. The aim of this research
was to investigate the existence of Learning Disabilities in the mother tongue of
minority students and whether they affect the learning process and cause serious
learning disabilities in learning Greek as a second language and generally identify
students' learning profile. For the implementation of the research process, three
weighted tools were provided, "LDDI" (Learning Disabilities in Turkish), "AMDE"
(Learning Disabilities in Greek) and "LATO" (Greek language test) 30 bilingual students
of the 4th grade of the minority primary schools and in addition data were collected, in
relation to the students 'contact with the Greek language, through structured
interviews addressed to the students' parents. This research showed that almost half of
the students in the sample of bilingual minority students in their mother tongue have
profiles of Special Learning Disabilities that significantly affect the learning of Greek as
a second language, while in the second language almost all students have profiles of
General Learning Disabilities. The results of the LATO test for the detection of language
proficiency in Greek showed that the specific students of the minority schools are far

behind their Greek-speaking peers.
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