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ABSTRACT 

 
This paper studies the paretymological mistakes that students with learning 

disabilities make. Firstly, it was considered necessary to study the linguistic 

phenomenon of paretymology and a few examples to be introduced that derive from 

false etymology not only from students but also from adults. Secondly, the different 

definitions, categories and characteristics of learning disabilities were introduced so 

that we could identify if there is a connection between the characteristics of learning 

disabilities and paretymology. The research was conducted with the participation of 

160 teachers, coming from General and Special Education from all over Greece, who 

were asked to answer to an electronic questionnaire that consisted of 20 questions. 

The questions were firstly focused on teachers’ opinions about paretymology and 

secondly they were asked about their students’ performances and habits that were 

diagnosed with learning disabilities. Finally, the results and conclusions of this 

research are mentioned, after the analysis of the answers combined with the 

theoretical approaches. 

 

KEYWORDS: paretymology, folk etymology, semantic transparency, learning 

disabilities, questionnaire 
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