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ABSTRACT 

 
Supporting children with autism to develop their skills and abilities may turn out to be 

quite a challenging task (Nind, 2000). Although a variety of different interventional 

approaches has been proposed (Manstrahgelo, 2009), there is currently wide range of 

studies framing the field of language and communication skills in the development of 

children with ASD, as evidenced by the literature, presenting the positive role of these 

alternative communication programs. The purpose of this study is to explain the role 

and to investigate the effectiveness of these intervention programs in students with 

ASD, in the domain of verbal and non-verbal communication. To investigate this issue, 

the case of a single student with autism was thoroughly examined, through both, 

observations as well as evaluation tools (questionnaires and PECS application stages). 

The results showed that the activities through the alternative verbal program, offered 

the student the opportunity to practice his language and communication skills, to 

enhance his communication skills, as well as to learn to express and identify his needs. 

Although the findings cannot be generalized (Thomas, 2011), show that PECS and 

other alternative verbal and non-verbal communication programs can be important 

tools for enhancing all areas of development. Further research must be done in order 

to have more accurate conclusions, such as a survey with sample of other countries.  
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