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ABSTRACT

The present study, by using quantitative assessment methods and qualitative procedures of

error analysis,  intents to make a categorization of graphematic spelling errors of secondary

education students with special educational needs.  Ιn this study participate 22 students with

special educational needs, students of the first, second, third, fourth  and fifth grade of High

School, all students in special education structures, who have personal conferences with the

researcher and who -given the permission of  their  parents-  are  given two writing tasks to

evaluate their  spelling ability.  It  is  being considered if  factors like gender,  age and type of

special educational need could affect the spelling performance of the participants and then

their graphematic spelling errors are categorized. More specifically, students are submitted in

two writing tasks: the first one refers to a dictation of 12 speech periods, common for all the

participants, when the second one refers to a free writing task with the same topic for all the

students.  Study  results  that  were  gathered  and  analyzed  presented  that  the  age  of  the

participants  showed  a  statistically  important  correlation  with  the  spelling  ability  of  the

students, as long as the older a student was, the smaller their graphematic spelling errors. On

the other hand, it was not observed a statistically important correlation between the gender or

the type of the special educational need of the students and their spelling ability. Qualitative

analysis of spelling errors of the participants showed that students made mainly graphematic

optical  (of  historical  etymology)  and  graphematic  morphological  spelling  errors  and  less

graphematic phonological  errors,  errors  in  the  use of  small-capital  letters  and punctuation

errors.
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