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ABSTRACT

Children's  literature through the portrayal of  people with disabilities,  is  able to promote in

young children,  the acceptance and inclusion in  the social  context,  of  these people.  Many

studies confirm the improvement of these children's books -compared to the past-, but they

identify several issues that need to be improved and change. The purpose of this study, is to

investigate the portrayal of people with disabilities in children's literature. The research sample

consists  of  26  modern  children's  books,  which  include  characters  with  vision  and  hearing

problems,  motor disabilities,  autism, mental  disability  and unspecified disabilities.  The data

were analyzed by the content analysis technique. The results of the research show that the

majority of children's books, portray disability in a positive and realistic way, without promoting

negative stereotypes and perceptions, in order to fully accept them. Compared to studies that

have  been  carried  out  in  several  countries,  children's  books  published  in  Greece  portray

disability in a more positive way. However, minimal children's literature with the content of

disability  and  a  tendency  to  depict  mainly  the  obvious  disabilities,  it’s  a  fact.  A  fact  that

emphasizes, the need to familiarize and inform, those who involved in the area with disability.
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