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ABSTRACT

Object of this assignment is for the representations of autism in the modern film industry to be
investigated. The aim is through this present graduate dissertation, the progress to be
investigated, which took place in an international level at the cinema sector, concerning the
representations of autism. The investigative issues, that were raised, are the following: a) Are
differences in the representations of autism observed among the European and the American
film industry? b) How are the representations of autism developed from the first movies of
1969 till today and in each continent? c) Which is the frequency of movies about autism
globally per decades (60-69, 70-79, 80-89, 90-99, 00-09, 10-till today) in the total corpus of
data? d) How is autism reflected in the Greek film industry? e) Which is the gender or age of
autistic characters globally in the total corpus of data? The methodology is the content analysis.
The corpus constitutes the analysis unit and the theme is the recording unit.

The arising results showed that differences between the representations of autistic
characters at the European and American film industry are observed, meaning exclusively
productions of the USA, from the first movies of 1969 till today. Specifically, in four older
movies, negative enactments of autism were detected (meaning with that of what the autistic
character wasn’t able to perform), with influence from the approach of the medical model.
Notably, in two of them the disability of the character is being cured. On the contrary, in the
rest ten of them positive enactments were noticed (meaning with that of what the autistic
character is able to do), with influence from the social model. In the case of restoration of the
autistic character’s disability, the climax of the drama, the audience’s cleansing and,
consequently, a happy ending of normalized people are served (Marinakis, 2009). Through that
message, though, what is given is the wrong impression that disability, and more specifically
autism in the case that we examine, is a temporary condition. Furthermore, the stereotypes of
the choice of a male underage autistic character and a «normal» actor, which means without
the disability of the character performed, keep on being adopted with. Lastly, in most of the
movies, as it emerged through our data, savantism or else the savant syndrome (meaning the
demonstration of exceptional certain abilities) has become manner of autistic character’s
representation, presenting them as different/awkward to a great degree. Therefore, what
requires special attention is mainly the choice of autistic characters’ representation and their
subsequent decoding from the cinematic audience.

As a consequence, the present graduate dissertation is of paramount importance, as it could be
useful for teaching reasons, as well as for the study and progress of stereotypes, which
accompany these representations of autism.
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